
A look back at the history of Rose Cottage, Bridge Street. Charmouth. 

214 

When Stan Dolan asked me if I knew how old Rose cottage was. I replied that I  

didn’t and assumed it could go back to the 17th century as it had an inglenook  

fireplace. This started me on a quest to see if I could take it back to that time. I was 

very fortunate early on, thanks to a reference on the 1841 Tithe Map for the village 

referring it as Thorns Croft.it was quite common to give houses the names of earlier 

residents at that time. The present name of the property, Rose Cottage, no doubt 

derived from this description.  

A similar fireplace to reveal how it 

would have once looked.  

1841 Tithe Map showing lot no. 

214 (Thorns Croft) 

1 and 2 Rose Cottages Map of 1 and 2 Rose Cottages 

William Burnard  leasing no. 

214 (Thorns Croft”) from Ann 

Liddon. 

Inglenook fireplace in 2 Rose Cottages 

with its bread oven on the right. 

A list of the 31  

houses with hearths 

in 1663. 13 of which 

have just 1 hearth. 

Rose Cottage would 

have been one of 

these. The largest 

was the Manor  

House with 6 hearths 
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Who were the Thorns, I wondered and I struck gold, when I found that a Thomas 
Thorne had written a Will in 1743. Could this be the link? I managed to get a copy 
from the Public Record Office,  shown here. He was indeed the gentleman from 
whose family the name had originated.  

He had left his house and possessions to his single daughter, Joan and just shilling 
each to his other daughter, Mary and her husband William Walter’s and their three 
children. He refers to his daughter having to continue to pay their mortgage on a 
field in Double Common. This would pinpoint the house as being within the lands 
between the Street and coast. I checked the parish records for the family and the 
earliest was a Thorne being buried at the church in 1724, and no references before.  

The Will is very clear and reads as follows:  

 “I give to my daughter Joan Thorne my House and Grounds belonging and 
all my household goods, pewter, brass beds and bedding and also my  
Double Common, she paying the mortgage after my death. I will that my 
daughter, Joan Thorne shall pay William Walters, my son in law, one shilling 
and Mary his now wife one shilling and one shilling to each of my three 
grandchildren”.  Signed  Thomas Thorne, in the presence of Thomas Gray, 
Walter Edwards, Mary Edwards. 

The Thorne Family time in Rose Cottage 

Burial of Thomas 

Thorne on March 

6th 1747 at the 

Parish Church in 

Charmouth 

* 
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1754 Poor Rates List for Charmouth showing Joan 

Thorne at the bottom paying 3d. 

The Thorne Family time in Rose Cottage 

1754 Farthing found in the 

garden of no.2 

 Rose Cottage in 2025 by 

Stan Dolan 

To confirm I was on the right track, I checked the first Poor Rates for the village in 

1754, which showed Joan Thorne paying 3d for her property at the bottom of the list. 

Coincidentally this was the same year as a farthing from the reign of King George II 

that was found recently by Stan Dolan in the Garden, which may well have been lost 

by her. Sadly her time was cut short when she dies in 1764. Her sister Mary was to 

live on until 1772.There are no further references to the Family in any records apart 

from their name which is to continue to be abbreviated to “Thorns” in subsequent 

Land Tax lists for the next century where its was always rated as 4 shillings and 6 

pence (4/6). Although Thomas Thorne and later his daughter, Joan lived at what is 

today Rose Cottage, they were only tenants on long life leases. The house and its 

fields formed part of the extensive Manor of Charmouth. On the death of Anthony 

Ellesdon in 1737, the estate passed to his cousin, Richard Ellesdon Henvill and then 

on his death soon after in 1744 to his daughter, Benedicta Henvill. She was to marry 

Rev. Joseph Durston in 1763. There is a gap now in the records for Rose Cottage as 

to who was living there until 1781. The Land Tax, shown below, for that year has 

Thomas Rickard, Paul and Bowditch as leasing “Thorns” from Mrs. Durston.  The 

subsequent Land Tax lists give an insight into ownership. The next clue to the house 

is in 1783 from a reference book to a long lost map of the village by James Upjohn. 

It lists Mr. Bragge leasing “Thorns House” and two plots covering 1 acre,3 roods,12 

perches from the Manor for £2 18s 4d.  

* 

1781 Land Tax for  

Charmouth shows Mrs. 

Durston renting Thorns 

to Paul, Rickards and 

Bowditch 
* 
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These and a number of other properties were to be inherited by Edward Bragge`s 
daughter, Sarah Rickard. Her husband Thomas was the Bailiff for the village and 
became very wealthy collecting the rents. On his death in 1786, he gave to his 
wife, Sarah ”all those several Estates, Messuages, Lands and Tenements which 
were given by her late fathers Will bearing the date February 1748”. Sarah went on 
living in their house until her own death in 1797. All her property and effects were 
to go to her daughters Elizabeth and Mary Rickard. These daughters were to 
spend the rest of their lives in the village and receive income from their inheritance. 
It would appear by 1796 that they were no longer leasing Hurlescroft, “Thorns” and 
Minsons but owned their freeholds. The Land Tax lists show that their relation John 
Bragge was renting Minsons and William Burnard, Sail Cloth Manufacturer, was 
renting the Hurlescroft and “Thorns”, probably for Flax, his staple. Elizabeth Rick-
ard died in 1827, aged 67 and Mary continued residing at the address until her own 
death in 1841, aged 85 after a lifetime in the village. Her death marked the end of 
her family’s long ownership of “Thorns”. It would be their tenant, William Burnard, 
who would purchase it.  

The Rickard Family`s ownership of Rose Cottage. 

* 1793 John Diment renting Thorns from  Mrs. Warden, widow of James Warden,  

An extract from 1783 reference book to a lost map includes a list of properties Edward  Bragge 

is leasing from Francis Phipps Henvill, Lord of the Manor. It shows Thorn`s and two plots. 

* 

* 

1798 William Burnard renting Thorns Plantation from Miss Rickard  paying 4s 6d Land Tax. He 

would have been growing Flax in this and other fields in the village.  

1805 William Burnard renting Thorns from Miss Rickard  paying 4s 6d Land Tax.  

* 
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William Burnard`s  time at  Rose Cottage 

William Burnard was a Sail cloth Maker, whose workshops were at the bottom of 
the street by the Bridge. He built and lived in what is now Bow House and the  
adjoining property, Stow House was for his father in law, Peter Good, who was the 
Minister for the Chapel. The workshops were behind their houses. He bought and 
rented a number of fields to grow flax on including Wood Farm, which he rented 
from Mrs. Austin. At the time of his death in 1844 he was a wealthy man owning a 
number of properties in the village.  

Francis H. Newberry painting in Bridport Town Hall of Sail Cloth Weavers  

1815 William Burnard renting Thorns from Miss Rickard  

paying 4s 6d Land Tax.  

1830 William Burnard renting Thorns from Miss Rickard  paying 4s 6d Land Tax.  

1841 William Burnard renting Thorns Croft House and Garden  (tithe no. 214)  

from  Ann Liddon, Lady of the Manor. She also rents a house (213) to John Love.   

House, Garden & Thorns Croft 

1823 William Burnard renting Thorns from Miss Rickard  paying 4s 6d Land Tax.  
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This wonderful drawing, dated 1825, is surprisingly accurate. It shows some of the 

processes of Sail Cloth manufacture in the foreground that was carried on there by 

William Burnard. The two men are operating a "Skirder" for separating the yarns 

when twisting rope, and the gentleman this side of the wall is operating a twine 

making "Jack”. Behind them is Rose Cottage and a number of other thatched cot-

tages that lined the Street. Behind it are the Mill buildings and Mill House. The  

original is to be seen in the Lyme Regis Museum 

William Burnard`s  time at Rose Cottage 

Mill 

(Thorns) 

Rose Cottage 

The 1841 Tithe Map, shown here, is helpful in locating The Mill House, Bridge, Bow 

House (where William Burnard lived) and Rose Cottage. No.214 is the extent of the 

land that once went with  Thorns, covering nearly 2 acres up to the bank of the  

River Char.  
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Thorns 

1859  Estate Map 

214 Rose Cottage 
(Thorns) 

1841 Tithe Map 

(Thorns) 

Hurles Croft 

Hurles Croft 

Enlargement of 1859  Estate Map 

showing 213 merging into 214. 

Enlargement of 1841 Tithe Map 

The Title Deeds to no. 2 Rose Cottage contain an interesting Map and typescript shown here to 

the purchase in 1859 by Robert  Hildyard of Hurles croft and Thornes. They are shown on  the  

Estate map as 36, 37 and 213  shaded in green. If this map is superimposed on the 1842 Tithe 

map it would seem that plot 213 had merged with 214 and had been sold by George Frean, Lord 

of the Manor at that time, retaining the large meadow that had formed part of  214 previously.  

Settlement of 18th April 1859 referred to abstracted dead 
that read: 
All that cottage or dwelling house and outbuildings, Gar-
den land and ground containing 25 perches or thereabouts 
bounded on or towards the North by the Highroad from 
Charmouth in the County of Dorset to Bridport on or to-
wards the East and South by the Croft or piece of land 
called Thorne Croft and on or toward the West by certain  
premises then or formerly ruinous and then or late of John 
Wilson Cook  
And also ALL THAT Croft piece or parcel of land called 

Hurles Croft containing la 2r and 36p  
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The Sale of the freehold of Thornes by George Frean in 1859  



The Hodder`s time at Rose Cottage 

As many of the records concerning Rose Cottage are incomplete, I have  
attempted from the available information to piece together the ownership and 
 tenants of the property. It would seem that there was a long life lease with the 
Lord of the Manor of Charmouth. This was to be the case in 1854, when the Manor 
was put up for sale and a list of its lands include “ Thorns”, which is being rented 
by William Fooks, who lives in the Mill House with his wife, Jane. He subleases 
Rose Cottage to Joshua Hodder. The 1851 Census provides important information 
on him and his wife, Sarah and their 5 children. This family are to live there until 
1914. There are a series of censuses that record their time in the house. It is 
George Frean, a wealthy Mill owner from Plymouth who purchases the Manor 
estate and sells parts of it including Thorns (t.no. 214). It may have been bought 
by Hillyard of Catherston Manor in 1857 with other fields.  

The 1851 Census for Charmouth show Joshua Hodder, a Labourer, aged 40, living in the Rose Cottage.  William 

Fooks and his family occupy Mill House. John Hodder is aged 5 in that year.   

The 1871 Census for Charmouth show Joshua Hodder, aged 60  as a Labourer living in Rose Cottage with his wife, 

Sarah, aged 62 and son Harry, aged 22. 

The 1881 Census is the first time that the large house is shown in two separate parts, number 1 and number 2.  

Joshua Hodder, aged 70  as a Road Contractor  continues living in no. 2 Rose Cottage with his wife, Sarah, aged 72 

and grandchildren Alice and Clara . His son, John Hodder, aged 35  is shown as living in the other half of the house 

at No. 1 Rose Cottage with his wife Louisa, aged 34. He share his house with James Hawker and his wife and their 

daughter. John is described as an Aeriated Water Manufacturer.  
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The 1891 Census for Charmouth show John Hodder, aged 44 with his wife, Louisa  now at no. 1 Rose 

Cottage. His mother, Sarah, aged 80 is now living with them.  He is described as an Aereated Water Man-

ufacturer and Contractor.no. 2 Rose Cottage is now occupied by Harry Smith, aged 34, a Journeyman and 

his wife, Lucy Jane, aged 35 and their 2 sons.   

A Poor Rates list for Charmouth in 1895 shows Henry Smith and John Hodder as renting their 

respective parts of Rose Cottage from John Bullen Syme Bullen of Catherston Manor, who is 

their Landlord.  

No. 2 Rose Cottage occupied by: 

Thomas Genge aged 39, Carter on Farm  

born in Morcombelake. 

Mary Genge aged 37, wife, born in Charmouth 

Thomas Genge aged 13, son, born in Whitchurch. 

Mary Genge aged 12, daughter, born in Whitchurch 

John Genge aged 10, son, born in Whitchurch. 

Edward Genge aged 8, son, born in Whitchurch. 

In 1911 No. 1 Rose Cottage is occupied by: John Hodder aged 65, Road contractor, born in 

Bradpole and Elizabeth Hodder, aged 64 born in Thorncombe, Dorset. In the same year, Thomas 

Genge continues to live at no. 2 Rose Cottage. 

In 1901  No. 1 Rose Cottage is occupied by: John Hodder, aged 54 , a Road Contractor  and his 

wife, Louisa and mother, Sarah, aged 90. No. 2 Rose Cottage, has Thomas Genge, A Carter for 

a Farm  aged 39 and his family living there. 

1901 Census has  

No. 1 Rose Cottage occupied by: 

John Hodder aged 54, Road contractor, born in Bradpole. 

Louisa Hodder aged 54, born in Widworthy, Devon. 

Sarah Hodder  aged 90, widow, born in Shepton Gorge. 

The Hodder`s time at Rose Cottage 
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John Hodder standing outside the entrance to Rose Cottage at the junction of Bridge Road 

John Hodder outside Hunters Lodge, Axminster 

John Hodder at Lily Farm in Charmouth 

The Hodder`s time at Rose Cottage 
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John Hodder is shown here between two of his working horses in 1910.  

The Hodder`s time at Rose Cottage 

John Hodder is shown here  on the right with his wife and brother at Lily Farm. 
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1911 Census for 2 Rose Cottage show: 

Thomas Genge aged 49 Waggoner on Farm born in Morcombelake. 

Mary Genge aged 47, wife, born in Charmouth. 

Thomas  Frederick Genge aged 23, son, Miller`s Waggoner born in Whitchurch. 

John Genge aged 10, son, Miller born in Whitchurch. 

Edward Phillip Genge aged 18, son, Blacksmiths apprentice born in Whitchurch. 

Ethel Genge aged 16, son, born in Morcombelake 

Ethel Gillam, aged 23, Boarder, servant, born in Sherborne.  

The Genge Family`s time in no. 2 Rose Cottage 

Thomas and Mary  Genge lived in no.2 Rose Cottage and are seen here with 

some of their 8 children. He was a Wagoner and worked with John Hodder who 

lived next door at no. 1 at this time. They would have been renting it from Colonel 

John Symes Bullen who lived nearby at Catherston Manor.  
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1921  Electoral Roll for Charmouth has the Elliotts living in no. 1 Rose Cottage. 

The burial of Francis Jerrard in 
1931 aged 51 

1921 Census . Francis Edwin Jerrard aged 40, born in Chideock, with his wife, Beatrice and 

family. He is a  Private Chaffeur to Colonel Bullen.  

1921 Census. John Elliott aged 31, born in Whitchutch Canonicorum, Farmer at 

Newlands Farm.  He shares the house with his parents Eli  and Marina Elliott. 

1921  Electoral Roll for Charmouth has the Jerrards living in no. 2 Rose Cottage. 

1921  Electoral Roll for Charmouth has John and Elizabeth Hodder moved from Rose Cottage 

The Jerrard and Elliott  Families time in Rose Cottages. 

The 1939 Census shows  No.1 Rose Cottage occupied by  John  Elliott 

Farm Contractor , aged 49 and Alice Elliott , aged 49 and George Elliott,  

Alice Elliott on 1945 Electoral Roll  

1921 Census shows John Hodder aged 75 and Elizabeth Hodder, aged 74 in no 1  

Rose Cottage  This was the year they appeared to have moved , based on Electoral Roll List 
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The 1939 Census shows  No.2 Rose Cottage occupied by  Ernest  

Spurdle, aged 40 , a Farm Labourer, and Hetty, his wife, aged 44 

The Spurdle Family`s time in no. 2 Rose Cottages. 

Ernest Spurdle was in the Home Guard during the second World War and is in their 1944  photo  

Ernest and Hetty Spurdle on 1945 Electoral Roll  

Ernest Albert Spurdle died in 1984 

Ernest Albert Spurdle, living in Winsham, 

Dorset, 1st World War record.  

In 1959 Ernest Spurdle paid £700 for 

the freehold of no. 2 Rose Cottage and 

Garden which he had been renting, from 

Colonel John Fitzherbert Bullen of 

Catherston. He lived there until his 

death in 1984. The house was then sold 

to Cedric Grant Edwards the following 

year. His widow, Sarah, continues to 

live there today.  
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Catherston Manor  - Home to the Bullens 

In 1848 the Catherton  Estate was bought by Robert Charles Hildyard QC, MP for 
Whitehaven.   His only son Robert Henry Hildyard inherited the Manor in 1858 at 
the age of 22 Sadly Hildyard died suddenly in 1876 at West Hay farm on Stonebar-
row at the young age of 40.Col John Bullen Symes Bullen bought the Catherston 
Leweston estate in 1887.  JBSB undertook a major renovation, adding a front fa-
çade of three gables, oriel and leaded windows, and porches to the south and 
west.  The Bullen family sold the estate in 1959.   

The sale of no. 2 Rose Cottage to Ernest  Spurdle  in 1959 



2 Rose Cottage 

214 

1 Rose Cottage 

1841 Tithe Map 

1881 O.S. Map 1926 O.S. Map 

2025 2025 

Rose Cottage 
(Thorns) 
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1859  Estate Map 

Maps of Rose Cottage, Bridge Street, Charmouth 



Time line for Rose Cottage, Bridge Street, Charmouth. 
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